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INDIANS PETITION TO THE KING.

Chief Deskaheh’s Statement of the Six Nations’ Case.

Deskalich (Chief Levi General) of the Cayugas, had come

to London to present to the King and the Colonial Office,

on behalf of the Six Nation Indians, for protection by
the Crown under the treaty enagements of 1794. We give
below the text of the two petitions presented by Deskaheh,
who returns by the Olympic on Wednesday, 14th inst., en
route for his home at Ohsweken, on the Grand River, in
Ontario:—

HZ\' Canada o fortnight ago we outlined the case which

PETITION TO THE KING.
Yorr Masmsty,—

In the early days our people of the Six Nations called
the King “ Father,’ but they are no longer children of the
forest. 1 come on a mission from them. They send me to ask
the exercise of your protection. Two hundred and fifty-seven
years ago the King and our people entered into a covenant of

perpetual friendship. We promised our services as allies in
all cases of his danger, and he promised protection to us in

© THE MOWAWE CHIEF, JOSEFH. BRANT.
' From the Paluting by Romney.

ours. 1 bear with me our sacred records of these compacts.
The King promised always to hear us when we would appeal
to him. \&um long ago the American Colonists revolted, the
King then promised, if we took up the hetchet against them,
that he would make good all losses which we might suffer. Our
copla then fought by his side; our old home nds were then
invaded by the enemy. At the end of that war the King lost
‘his dominions south of the Great Lakes, and the enemy held
session of miueh of our lands. The King then offered us
lums &t the Grend River on the north of Lake Erie, and
he Bay of Quinté, on the north of Lake Ontario. About
of the Six Nations people, under the leadership of Captain
h Brant, of the Mohawks. electing to accept the King’s
ice to continue his protection, settlod there and received
ial assurance that they would have the right as a
te people to live there for ever according to their own
5. Their brethren who preferred to maeke peace with
United States and accept its promise of protection,
od to the mncient Six Nations lJands from which they
fled on the south of the Lakes.
still have at the Grand River a small domain of sixty
miles, and within it we have since maintained self

ment in the domestic affaira f our people. We have
since our settlament there accepted anv protector in
of the British King, nor have wo consen to hecome

in home affairs to the Dominion Government of Canada.
theless, the Dominion Government has of late sought

\
" CANADA|

to invade our independent rights by Parliamentary measures,
or through administrative pelicies disrespectful of us, and of
a sort increasingly offensive and ever more threatening to our
separate existence. It is its present policy to reduce us to
subjection to its will enforced by Civil administration through
the Dominion Indian Department.

Holding in trust for us large sums of our money, the pro-
coeds of sales of parts of our domain, the Indian Dey ent
renders us no account of these funds, but pays over or holds the
income and makes charges against it according to its own will

The Indian Department undertaken to apply to our
domain the recent Dominion Act for making loans to returned
soldiers of the late war, taking mo es to itself on farms
belonging to our young men who served in that war. But these
mortgages are taken without asking our leave; in case of
Jefaults under the mortgages the farms will be foreclosed and
mav then be alienated to outsiders, who, claiming these parcels,
will attempt to invade our domain, and, through their
presence, introduce Canadian authority therein.

These officials haye presumed to grant leases to outsiders
of farm-lands of our members without asking our leave, and
in this way strangers have come to live in our midst.

Emboldened by our patience, the Canadian officials presumed
to conscript our men for war in the year 1918, but desisted
when our resentment was then made known to them.

Enforcing British Citizenship.

The war being over, the Dominion Parliament bas now
enacted a law for enforcing British citizenship upon Indiauns,
and the Indian Depatrtment is engaged in the attempt to
enforce that Act upon our people, whereby also our lands may
be alienated to outsiders against our will, and our people thus
seattored to the winds.

We know by the bitter experience of our kinsmen what it
means when white men get foothold on Indian lands; that foot-
hold is never taken off, and, after & time, vhe Indians are heard
of no more. Wo do not wish to be destroyed as a separate
people. Wa have the same love for our heritage that the Great
Spirit implanted in other ;};leoplas‘ and we have an equal right
to hold fast to ours. We have surely done nothing to forfeit
our natural rights nor our right under the Royal pledge to
continned protection at the hands of the Crown against
aggression by outsiders, making no exception of any Canadian
officials who mav be the aggressors.

We long ago gave up to the Crown our out-lying hunting
grounds because our neighbours pressing aboub us desired to
buy those lands. Wo haye become tillers of our few remaining
acres, and have divided them among ourselves for that purpose.
We are wholly self-sustaining. If our people shall one by one,
under coercion or tempted by means of Dominion loans, secede
from us, then the allotments of our domain which they may own
may be treated by the Dominion Government under these laws
as open to private sale to people outside our ranks, and that
Government will then so treat them and intrude with its
authority over those parcels and the le who ocenpy them,
and then over us. Under that process the end of our tribal
existence will soon come. Indeed that end is the unconcealed
objective of the Dominion Indian Office. In pursuing ite
present policy that Office is vieing with the United States to
be first to accomplish the political extermination of the Bix
Nation peoples who may live within reach of its strong arm.

Unavailing Protests.

We have protested to the Dominion Parliament against the
enachment of these faws, and to the Dominion Government
against application of them to us and to our domain, but these
protests have been unavailing.

We have no course open but to seek your Majesty, that we
may tell of these wrongs and invoke redress.

e have responded as Allies in war whenever our young
men have been asked to rally. It was by aid of the Bix Nations
that tho British saved their American Colonies from the Frerch,
and, without that aid, Canada would not have become British.
Forty of the three hundred of our young men who recently
croesed the seas on no quarrel of ours now lie abroad in new-
made graves. They volunteered to defend your Majesty's
oause; they went believing that favour at your hands would
never he withheld, mnch less that your justice would ever be
denied the Six Nations, who, as a separate people, accepted
vour ancestor's promise of pratection.

And thus I speak for all the Six Nation peoplés, and by
their anthority implore your protection.

DESKAHEH,

STATEMENT TO COLONIAL OFFICE.
To f;ém Hon, the Secretary of State, Colonial Office, London.
m— ; ;
T have the honour to submit, in support of the petition
of the Six Matians of the Orand River for their protection at
the hands of his Majesty's Government against encroachments
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